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Housing Trust

A clean water supply is essential to ensure good health. It is normal for water systems to contain
some bacteria and other organisms, but if conditions allow them to multiply, then they can
occasionally pose a risk to your wellbeing. Legionella is a common bacteria that can cause illness
- notably Legionnaires' disease. The risk of Legionella posing a threat in your home is very low;
water here is generally stored and used in such a way that bacteria does not thrive.

What is Legionnaires’ disease?

How does legionella bacteria thrive?

Any water system that has the right conditions could potentially be a source for legionella
bacteria to grow. Legionella bacteria are more likely to thrive in stagnant/slow moving water, and
where there is sediment. It can survive in temperatures between 20°C and 45°C. The bacteria are
naturally occurring and can be found in rivers, lakes, and reservoirs - but can also be found in
other areas such as household water systems, garden hoses, water butts and compost heaps.

Guidance for preventing legionella

Contact us:

%L 01508 532000
4 info@saffronhousing.co.uk

We offer INTRAN, a communication service which provides interpreting and translation services for people who
are deaf, hard of hearing or do not have English as a first language. If you require support communicating with
us, please contact us using one of the above methods so that we can arrange support with INTRAN.



